
The Priority of Preaching in the Ongoing Life of the Church 

     The New Testament says a lot about preaching. Consider this rundown of some of the key   
passages that speak of preaching: 

• “Proclaiming  the gospel  of  God” is  the  chief  ministry.  Jesus  himself  preached  “the 
kingdom  of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:14,15) 

• The apostles delegated various ministry duties so that they themselves could be devoted 
to  “the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:4) 

• Preaching is presented as an integral cog in the mechanism of connecting people to faith:   
“how are they to hear without someone preaching?” (Romans 10:13-17) 

• Since Scripture is “breathed out by God” and is able to equip “for every good work,” it 
must   therefore be proclaimed regardless of cultural circumstance. (2 Timothy 3:16-4:5) 

• The gospel message, faithfully conveyed through the preacher, is in reality “the word of  
God.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

• The preaching of “Christ crucified” uniquely and transcendently contains the “power of  
God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18-2:14) 

• Preachers should not “tamper with God’s word” but instead proclaim “Jesus Christ as  
Lord.” (2 Corinthians 4:1-6) 

• The proclamation of Jesus is to be the centerpiece of sermon content so the hearer will   
“mature in Christ.” (Colossians 1:28,29) 

• Preacher training should be generationally propagated so “faithful men” will “be able to  
teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2) 

• God’s “oracles” arrive via the ministry of preaching “by the strength that God supplies” 
for  the glorification of God “through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 4:11) 

     
These samplings of instructional passages on preaching demonstrate it has a primary role 

in   the ongoing life of the church. The preaching of God’s Word in the ecclesial context should 
not    be  assumed,  minimized,  or  relegated  to  something  that  is  merely  tolerated.  Rather, 
preaching has  a glorious tradition  and ongoing function that  has enduring relevance in the 
world.  

-Paul Merideth, lives in Jeffersontown, KY and is the  Preaching/Teaching Minister at the 
Watterson Trail Church of Christ


